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9‘“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not 

reap to the very edges of your field or gather the 

gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your 

vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that 

have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the 

foreigner. I am the Lord your God. 11‘“Do not 

steal. ‘“Do not lie.‘“Do not deceive one another. 
12‘“Do not swear falsely by my name and so 

profane the name of your God. I am the Lord 
13‘“Do not defraud or rob your neighbor. ‘“Do not 

hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight. 
14‘“Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block 

in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the 

Lord. 15‘“Do not pervert justice; do not show 

partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but 

judge your neighbor fairly. 16‘“Do not go about 

spreading slander among your people.  ‘“Do not 

do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I 

am the Lord. (Leviticus 19:9-16 NIV) 
 

Dear Friends, 

It must seem strange to see such a passage in our 

newsletter. I came across this passage a few days 

back when reading the UCC Daily 

Devotional.(Get it here, if you are interested -  

https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/) In the 

article, there was only part of this passage that 

caused me to stop for a moment and start thinking. 

The author of that devotion, Rev. Kenneth L. 

Samuel, always offers insightful and thought-

provoking articles. This time in reading, the Holy 

Spirit was speaking loudly to me as I tried to read 

his words and the passage from the First 

Testament. 
 

You see, the last few weeks have been filled. 

Period. Just filled, morning to nighttime, with 

something planned or needing finished from the 

moment I get up until I lie down. And, most nights 

I have been lying down for bed knowing that I 

didn’t get all the “things” done that needed to be 

completed. 
 

I was working away in the early morning, 

cleaning up my email as I ate some breakfast, 

when this passage popped across my screen.  As I 

clicked delete over and again, cleaning away the 

unwanted and/or completed email list, I stopped 

and read the devotion. After reading it, I hit delete 

and within a fraction of a second of the email 

disappearing, a text appeared that said - “Hey, I’m 

not sure if you know, but I have a band concert 

tonight, and I have a solo in it. Can you make it?”  

Going to a high school band concert was not on 

my list. I genuinely have things on my list that 
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would keep me busy until I lay my head on my 

pillow at 11 or 12 that night. And then it hit me. 

Like a flood of joy, and sadness, excitement, and 

shame, too. The passage I just deleted….. 

 

The passage above is far more than just part of the 

prescriptive for living a holy life, as told by 

ancient Hebrew tradition. The first part of the 

passage was about making sure you left 

something for those who didn’t have any food. In 

other words, caring for the poor was to be a duty 

in the life of an Israelite. The second part of the 

passage was to make sure that after showing 

compassion to those in need that you didn’t then 

take any advantage of another. In other words, 

treating your neighbors with kindness and respect 

(as you would like to be also be treated). (Yes, 

these are part of the laws that led Jesus to 

command us “Love God with all your heart, soul, 

and mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.) 

Let me explain why this passage spoke to me. I’ve 

been far too busy lately, as I have already 

mentioned. In my native vernacular, “I’ve been 

busier than a plate spinner on roller skates.” My 

difficulty is that I hadn’t planned any downtime 

or left any part of my day open for anything else 

to happen other than my tasks, my work. I hadn’t 

left any room for anything, especially like the 

Holy Spirit to enter into my day.  

 

As I have diligently tried to get all these things 

done, thinking that doing them all as soon as 

possible, I would then open a space that would 

allow for respite. I was wrong. I have been 

gleaning my fields to the edges and picking every 

last grape in my vineyard not once, but two or 

three times over. When did I let there be a moment 

to let something happen, something wonderful 

perhaps? Something like the Holy Spirit popping 

in and shifting plans in a day to open a space, 

allowing appreciation of God’s amazing gifts.  

 

I hadn’t once stopped long enough from 

complaining about things like - I can’t get the 

grass mowed because of all the rain, or that there 

are so many work details to tackle, or special 

events that need attention in planning, that I 

haven’t given any space to stop from my task lists 

(self-imposed) to look out and see the gorgeous 

blooms in the grass and trees, notice the plethora 

of new birds, the near cloudless blue sky, smiling 

faces, and listen to the laughter and joy around 

me.  

 

Part of leaning into our faith and becoming more 

in touch with knowing God in our lives means 

being intentional to leave space for the Holy Spirit 

to move in and around us and to work in our lives. 

Don’t get me wrong, the Holy Spirit doesn’t 

necessarily need us to do something intentionally 

to move in our lives, but opening space for that 

important work is important. My big problem is 

that I didn’t have a second planned in my day that 

allowed for me to just be, think, read, or sit still. 

I’ve had every moment planned out. That has to 

change. 

 

Part of our call to living a Christ-filled life of 

compassion and generosity (loving your 

neighbor) is also about leaving resources for 

others who need them. Just like opening space in 

your day to let the Holy Spirit move us, we also 

need to leave resources for others who may need 

them more than us.  

 

For me, this big learning moment came about 

because of my grandson’s school band concert. I 

have diligently supported this avenue in his life. 

He enjoys music and learning new instruments 

and songs. These things are important to him. I 

encourage and even play music with him, and we 

talk about music too. I had a revelation in reading 

that passage, moreover, with the text that 

followed, that it has been the entire school year 

since we last played together. Again, I have been 

so busy picking my fields clean that I forgot I 

needed to leave something behind for him or his 

friends to pick up as they needed it. 

 

So, please, as the school year wraps up and 

everything in our lives amps up in busyness, leave 

room in your day, your week, and your month for 

the Holy Spirit. Leave some resources open in 

your life, no matter how tight things are, to care 

for others around you. As you open up space, you, 

too, may find that you are the very resource and 

space that someone else needs.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jenei 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTREACH 

NEWS 
 

We would like to 

thank Janet Yager 

for all the work she has done for Outreach. Janet 

has stepped down as Outreach Chair to become 

our new church Treasurer. With her guidance our 

Lenten offering raised $2,657, which will go to 

the VNA & Hospice of the Southwest Region.  

 

The Outreach Committee has met for the second 

quarter. We are giving donations to the Open 

Door Mission, Pittsford Food Shelf, and 

Companions in Wholeness.  

 

The organization Companions in 

Wholeness is a new one for 

us. At present they are 

located in the Rutland 

Methodist Church but will 

soon be moving to the basement 

of the IHM Church 

where they will have 

more room. They provide 

a hot breakfast, lunch, 

free clothes and have a small 

food pantry. They serve around 163 individuals 

daily.  

 

There are 2 ways we can help. They have asked if 

we could provide laundry cards for people who 

have no other way of cleaning their things. We’ve 

been told that Washbucklers in Rutland is the best 

place to get them. 1 card = $20 ($19 for 1 large 

load, washed and dried, and $1 for the card). 

Barbara Lacy went to Washbucklers, which is on 

State Street near Baxter, and said it was very easy 

to get the card and that their employees were very 

helpful. If you would like to donate a card, you 

could purchase it yourself and bring it to church 

or give a monetary donation and we will purchase 

the cards. We’ll have a special place in church 

where you can leave cards and/or cash (preferred) 

or a check made out to Union Church of Proctor.  

 

Another way to give to this good cause is the 

Covered Bridge Marathon on June 1, where 

someone named Colin is going to run for the 

Companions in Wholeness. They’re hoping to 

raise $4000, which will be matched by another 

donor! If you would like to participate you can go 

to http://www.companionsinwholeness.org/colin 

(note that this is an updated link, different from 

the one in the printed Scroll) or send a donation to 

Ellie McGarry, Companions in Wholeness, 60 

Strongs Ave. Rutland, VT 05701. If you have any 

questions, you can contact Barbara Lacy or Jean 

Noren.  

 

LET'S SHOW THEM THAT A LITTLE 

CHURCH CAN DO A LOT! 

 

Thanks, Jean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LENTEN  

OFFERING 
 

We are pleased to 

announce that our 

Lenten Offering 

raised $2,657.00. This will go to the VNA & 

Hospice of the Southwest Region. They help so 

many families in our congregation and in our 

communities. Being able to stay in your home and 

have them come to you is a great blessing. 

 

Thank you all for your contributions. It was 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Outreach Committee 

http://www.companionsinwholeness.org/colin


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHER’S 

DAY 
 

Yes, you should absolutely call your mom on 

Mother’s Day. But did you know it also has a rich 

political history? 

 

https://jacobin.com/2021/05/mothers-day-

radical-roots-ann-jarvis-antiwar 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 

Birthdays 
 

  2  Jean Baccei  16  Kay Bergquist 

      Asa Metcalfe       Jenei Rossigg 

  4  Kim Baccei ☺ 18  Aaron Curtis 

      Mary Rachel Keyser   20  Chet Brown 

      Ian Pilcher 21  Desiree Moody 

  5  Paul Sutherland 23  Liana Hall 

  7  Eileen Guyette 25  Paul Corliss 

  9  Ann Ruelke 28  Glenn Giles 

12  Christie Coughenour 29  Betty Schneider 

       Elliot St. Peter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      June 
                 Liturgists 
 

  1 Kim Metcalfe 

  8 Glenn Giles 

 15 Jean Noren 

 22 Paul Pilcher 

 29 Janet Yager 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MEN'S  

COFFEE  
 

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for 

Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the 

Parish House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEN’S 

BREAKFAST 
 

We hold a Men's Breakfast on the first Saturday 

of each month. Our June Breakfast will be on 

Saturday, June 7th, from 7-8 am in the Parish 

House. 
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June 
 1 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 Church Council meeting following fellowship time 

 4 Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m. 

 8 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

15 Father’s Day  

 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

20 Articles & info due for July & August Scroll  

22 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

29 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 
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“June is the pearl of summer, shining with warmth and joy.” —L.M. Montgomery. 


