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 “I will cause your descendants to become as 

numerous as the stars of the sky, and I will give 

them all these lands. And through your 

descendants, all the nations of the earth will be 

blessed.” Genesis 26:4 

 

Dear Friends, 

A friend recently reminded me of their need to 

make sure that their personal will was settled. We 

talked about the people who are and have been 

important in their life and their hopes to offer 

something to these significant people if little more 

than words of thankfulness, it struck me how no 

one on their list wasn’t a blood relative. Now, 

maybe that thought isn’t an odd thought to you, 

but it is to me.  

 

In my own life, I have had to seek out people to 

be my  “family.” Although I grew up with some 

cousins, aunts, uncles, and other relatives, and we 

had family reunions periodically, time and 

circumstances drew us apart. Mostly by choice, 

(both good and bad), we mutually decided that it 

was better that we not consider ourselves 

connected even by blood anymore. 

Mostly, my new family has been made up of the 

numerous children that have come into our lives, 

usually as friends and acquaintances of our own 

biological children. We have had many children 

in our household who needed parents, siblings, or 

even someone like an auntie. Often, these kids 

were in difficult home life situations. Regardless 

of whether or not they were in difficult situations, 

all of these children (and even some early adults) 

needed family, kinship in other words. They 

needed more than just someone to give them 

shelter, food, and clothing. They needed love, 

affirmation, and people that would not abandon 

them. Some of them lived with us, or just spent 

hours in our home each day/week. Most of these 

kids called me Mom or Auntie, but mostly Mom. 

I consider them all mine. I call them all my 

children. I see them as my descendants, my 

legacy.  

 

Rev. Kenneth Samuel reminds us that  “In the deal 

struck between God and Abraham, Abraham’s 

end of the bargain required that he serve God 

faithfully. In return, God promised to give 

Abraham countless descendants,” as numerous as 
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the stars.  “According to the KJV, God said to 

Abraham,  “I will multiply thee exceedingly.” In 

other words,  “Abraham, I will make many, many 

more of you.” Now, since Abraham and his wife 

Sarah were at least octogenarians, only a miracle 

could have multiplied him genealogically.  

 

To me, the big miracle of descendants was about 

how God multiplied Abraham’s faith in the faith 

of countless Abrahamic descendants. I think that 

anyone who ever has trusted God to do wonderful 

things and then kept the faith while wondering if 

those wonderful things would happen, shares 

some spiritual kinship with Abraham. They are 

chosen descendants of Abraham. 

  

Anyone who’s ever had to rely on hope in God to 

provide an antidote for daily attacks of draining 

fear and overwhelming despair has a kinship with 

Abraham, whose hope continues to be an 

unyielding strength in the lives of countless 

believers today.  

  

I truly believe that a person’s legacy can never be 

limited to the numbers and the relations of blood 

kinship. Legacy, to me, is all about the values we 

receive and then personify in our daily 

lives. Legacy is all about the sacrifices we are 

willing to make to prove our devotion to those 

values.  

 

Quite often, we say in church that we are “siblings 

in Christ” or “brothers and sisters in Christ,” 

meaning that we are “kin” because we try to share 

and live out lives that reflect Christ’s teachings. 

We have a mutual relationship, are a  family 

together with each other and Christ, our brother. 

We are even recognized as related by 

characteristics of love, kindness, and compassion, 

much like other families’ kinship is recognized by 

the color of their hair or the shape of their nose 

and eyes. 

 

Our legacy as a chosen family of faith, known for 

many positive qualities, is enduring! We are also 

as numerous as the stars in heaven because we 

claim our kinship through values and how we 

personify those values. And yes, sometimes one 

of our kids is rotten, but that doesn’t mean they 

are out of the family. It means that they continue 

to be loved and pulled even closer to help them 

find their way again through steadfast love, 

kindness, and compassion. 

 

So, I have a VERY LARGE FAMILY! I have 

many children and even more siblings! And all of 

them are blessed and carry the legacy as 

descendants of Abraham through their struggles 

to find a way to keep faith and hope and still 

reflect love and kindness. I am thankful for such a 

large family and comforted in thinking that our 

future will continue to strive to keep hope and 

faith alive through whatever comes along.  

 

Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Jenei 

 

PS - You should come join our weekly family 

reunion! We get together at 10 am on Sunday 

mornings. We meet in the sanctuary to sing and 

learn and talk with our brother. Many other 

siblings gather in other places and at other times. 

That’s awesome too! So wherever you are, I hope 

you will catch a reunion with your siblings in 

Christ!  

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK STUDY  

RESCHEDULED 
 

Due to illness, the 

Lenten Book study has 

been rescheduled to 

BEGIN Thursday, 

April 24th, at 5:30 pm. 

We’ll meet in the 

Parish House to discuss 

Bad Girls of the Bible 

by Barbara Essex, 

each Thursday through the month of May! The 

meeting dates are: April 24, May 1, May 9, May 

16, May 23, May 30.  

 

If anyone wants to attend via Zoom, please let 

Pastor Jenei know so that she can make 

arrangements for online access.  



TSOUGRISMA 
 

On the first hours of 

Easter Sunday and 

right after “Christ has 

risen” we crack red 

eggs at our service 

together. This tradition-while fun as a game also 

holds the symbolism of resurrection and new life. 

The egg is seen by followers of Christianity as a 

symbol of resurrection: while being dormant it 

contains a new life sealed within it. 

Easter eggs are dyed red to represent the blood of 

Christ, shed on the Cross, and the hard shell of the 

egg symbolizes the sealed Tomb of Christ—the 

cracking of which symbolizes his resurrection 

from the dead. 

 

How to play: 2 players and red eggs 

Each player holds a red egg, and one taps the end 

of her/his egg lightly against the end of the other 

player's egg. The goal is to crack the opponent's 

egg. When one end is cracked, the winner uses the 

same end of her/his egg to try to crack the other 

end of the opponent's egg. 

The player who successfully cracks the eggs of 

the other players is declared the winner and, it is 

said, will have good luck during the year. 

 

First player says to their opponent Christ has risen 

or “Christos anesti.” 

Second person responds with, He Truly Has or 

“Alithos anesti!” 

 

MEN’S  

BREAKFAST 
 

We hold a Men's Breakfast on the first Saturday 

of each month. Our April Breakfast will be on 

Saturday, April 5th, from 7-8 am in the Parish 

House. 

 

MEN'S  

COFFEE  
 

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for 

Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the 

Parish House. 

 

HOLY 

WEEK  

SCHEDULE  
 

Palm Sunday 

Worship:  Sunday, April 13th, 10am - 

Processional with Palms! Don’t miss 

out on this festive day at Worship! 

 

 

Maundy Thursday –

April 17th, will be held at 

the Brandon 

Congregational 

Church, UCC, at 7 pm. 

Many area churches are 

participating together for 

this worship service. All 

are welcome. 

 

 

Good Friday, April 18th- will be held at the Union 

Church of Proctor at 7 pm. Many 

area churches are participating 

together for this worship service. 

 All are welcome. 

 

 

Easter Sunrise 

Service, April 20th- will 

be held in the Connector 

at 6:30 am with light 

snacks and Tsougrisma 

to follow the service. 

 

Easter Worship Service, April 20th- will be held 

at 10 am in the 

sanctuary, surrounded 

by your Easter flowers 

and lots of beautiful 

music, performed by 

The Downtown Brass 

and other musicians. 

Come and share the joy of Easter morning! 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC 

NOTES 
 

A Returning 

and a New 

Guest Musician 

 

The second 

Sunday in March brought a new-to-us guest 

musician, Corey Urich. Corey amazed us with his 

talents on the alto saxophone, first with the 

Prelude, “Sicilienne 

and Allegro from Flute 

Sonata,” by JS Bach. 

 

He then joined the choir 

for the Anthem, and 

followed the 

Benediction with a 

selection from Modest 

Mussorgsky’s, 

“Pictures at an 

Exhibition.”  At this 

writing, Corey is 

scheduled to return for our March 23rd worship 

service. How wonderful! 

More on that in the May 

Scroll. 

 

Our second guest in 

March was a familiar 

favorite, Anna Dundas, 

who filled in for Marci 

Wheeler on March 16th. 

An accomplished pianist, 

Anna played quiet music 

for us before the service 

began; went on to the 

Prelude; accompanied the hymns and offering 

song; played a stirring American Spiritual, “Jesus 

Walked This Lonesome Valley,” for the anthem; 

and finished up with a traditional Irish melody, 

“Be Thou My Vision,” for the Postlude.  

 

Aren’t we lucky to have such a variety of 

musicians bring their talents to our worship 

services? 

 

 

 

Easter Memorial Flowers 
  

Once again, we expect to have Easter lilies and other potted spring flowers enhancing the Sanctuary on 

Easter Sunday. In order to have an accurate listing of Memorial Flowers, we ask that you please fill out the 

slip below or pick up a form at church and return it by Palm Sunday, April 13th. You may email your 

memorial information to Kris at unionchurchofproctor007@gmail.com or send it to Union Church of 

Proctor, 5 Church St., Proctor, VT 05765. You may bring your Easter flowers to church from 9-11 on 

Saturday, April 19th, or to the Parish House on Friday if you have a key. 

 

Please note that the information you provide below is only for our memorial listing in the Easter Sunday 

bulletin. All flowers must be arranged through a florist or brought to the church by those wishing to give 

them. 
  

 

 

Easter Flowers Memorial Listing 
 

      In Memory of:             Given by  
 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________  ____________________________
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April 
 2 Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m. 

 6 Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary 

 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 Church Council Meeting, following Coffee Hour 

13 Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary 

 Palm Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

17 Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 p.m., Brandon Congregational Church 

18 Good Friday Service, 7:00 p.m., Union Church of Proctor Sanctuary 

20 Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m., Connector 

 Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary 

 Easter Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

20 Articles & info due for May Scroll 

24 Book Study begins, 5:30 p.m., Parish House  

27 Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary 

 Morning Worship & Earth Day Celebration, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

                     April 
                 Liturgists 
 

  6 Jeff Bergquist 

 13 Kim Metcalfe 

 20 Glenn Giles 

 27 Jean Noren 

 

 

 

 

Earth Day Celebration at 

Worship on April 27th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 
Greeters 

 

  6 Ron Henderson 

 13 Meryl Lisananti 

 20 Sue Osgood & Carol Trudelle 

 27 Carol Curtis 
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            April  

         Birthdays 
 

 

 1   Kelly Toher 12  Bruce Baccei 

 2   Wayne Flewelling 17  Jeannie Cushman 

 3   Aidan Hall       Janet Yager 

 7   Allan St. Peter 20  Kathy Cawley 

 8   Ali Flewelling 23  Bonnie Blanchard 

11  Peter Curtis 24  Michael Moran 

      Simon Curtis 28  Linda Doty 


