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Check out the full color version of the  

Scroll on line at the web address above… 

lots more about the church there, too! 

 

• Hope 

Isaiah 40:31(NIV) but those who hope in 

the Lord will renew their strength. They 

will soar on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not grow weary, they will walk 

and not be faint. 

Romans 15:13 (NIV) May the God of 

hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in him, so that you may overflow 

with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Peace  

Isaiah 26:3 (NRSV) Those of steadfast 

mind you keep in peace, in peace because 

they trust in you.  

Ephesians 2:14 (NRSV) For he is our 

peace; in his flesh he has made both into 

one and has broken down the dividing 

wall, that is, the hostility between us, 

• Joy 

Luke 2:10 (CEB)  The angel said, “Don’t 

be afraid! Look! I bring good news to 

you—wonderful, joyous news for all 

people.  

John 15:11 (CEB) I have said these things 

to you so that my joy will be in you and 

your joy will be complete. 

• Love 

Deuteronomy 6:5 (KJV) And thou shalt 

love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

might. 

1 Corinthians 13:8 (KJV) Charity (Love) 

never faileth: but whether there be 

prophecies, they shall fail; whether there 

be tongues, they shall cease; whether there 

be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

http://www.unionchurchproctor.org/


Dear Friends, 

Thanksgiving is here and the Advent season of 

preparing for Christ to enter the world as an 

innocent babe has begun again. The Advent 

season culminates to bring the newborn babe into 

our midst. And, in anticipation we clothe 

ourselves in hope, peace, love, and joy. Each of 

these foci of Advent set the tone for the Christmas 

season as we anticipate placing the tiny baby in 

the crèche on Christmas Eve.  

 

Our tradition at Union Church is to set up a 

beautiful manger scene with all the suspect 

characters, donkeys, shepherds, angels, cows, a 

crèche, a star, Mary, Joseph, and ultimately a tiny 

baby figurine that gets placed in the crèche at the 

Christmas Eve service. We even have wise men 

approaching the manger throughout the advent 

season, so you have to look for them in the 

sanctuary and eventually see them in the manger. 

It's a wonderful tradition to set up this holy scene 

and move the characters about to bring them all 

together to tell the greatest story ever told. I 

chuckle as fully grown adults giggle at spotting 

the wise men or consult with one another as to 

where the cattle, shepherds, donkeys and hay go. 

I even laugh a bit when someone says, Mary goes 

on the right of the crèche and Joseph goes on the 

left (or vice versa depending on who you are 

talking with or listening in on as the scene is being 

set.)  

 

As we build this beautiful Christmas scene, I think 

each one thinks about being there in that holy 

time. Perhaps some of you were wishing you had 

been the innkeeper and said to the desperate 

couple, I will make a place for you inside instead 

of what we know happened. I’ve heard several ask 

out loud about conditions of giving birth in such a 

lowly state and others talking about poor Joseph’s 

fears for his young bride and the baby coming too 

quickly after making such a long journey.  

 

The story of Jesus’ birth elicits strong feelings in 

each of us. And, Advent helps us to direct those 

feelings into a focus on God’s hope for us in this 

world and to know that we are loved and 

cherished. When we are feeling unsure and 

unwelcome, there can be hope and peace. When 

we are saddened and feel rejected we can know 

joy and love. It’s not to say that we shouldn’t feel 

down, Advent brings an acknowledgement that 

we live in a world where hopelessness, war, 

hatred, rejection are real, and that there can be 

something else coming into our lives if we will 

hold onto the idea that God never gives up on us 

and never forgets us.  

 

This year, we will do something a bit different to 

help us this Advent season. For the first time in a 

very long time, we will have a Christmas pageant. 

This one will be different than perhaps what you 

have experienced before. This one will give each 

person an opportunity to be whatever character 

they want to be. We can stand in the shoes of the 

characters for just a moment and take in the whole 

scene together. If we choose to be a shepherd then 

perhaps we allow ourselves to feel the awe and 

splendor of the heavenly hosts’ announcement. 

Maybe we want to be Joseph and feel his joy of 

his beautiful bride giving birth and knowing that 

despite the customs of his people, he did the right 

thing by sticking with his bride and seeing this 

birth happen. Perhaps you are like me and want to 

be the humble donkey that carried the weight of 

the mother and the baby and all the supplies 

through the desert. As a donkey, you may not 

know the importance of your task, but you do 

know loyalty and love for those around you. 

 

So on December 21st, we will have a Christmas 

pageant at our worship. You will be able to come 

forward and pick out one of many simple costume 

accoutrements to become the character of your 

choice. The story will be told as we come forward 

and take our place in the holy scene. We may have 

4 Josephs, 3 donkeys, 2 Marys, 7 angels, and a 

shepherd, in our scene and that’s okay! What we 

will take away from it will be the joy of being 

there, being present, being a part of the greatest 

story ever told. And when we go back to our own 

spaces after the experience, we will be forever 

changed by knowing that regardless of whatever 

role we took up, we are a part of the ongoing story 

of God’s love of  

creation.  

 

Blessings and peace, 

Merry Christmas,  

Pastor Jenei 



COMING UP  

IN DECEMBER 
 

December 13th - 

Enerjazz concert to 

benefit BROC heating 

program. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec14th - Wear your favorite 

festive holiday sweater for fun 

and joy and let’s share some great 

photos for our Scroll edition in 

January. 

 

 

 

Dec 21st - We will have a very special worship 

service with a 

Christmas Pageant. A 

variety of costumes 

will be available for 

each person to pick and 

choose their character 

for the pageant. If you 

have ever wanted to 

play that special role 

when you were a kid, 

and didn’t get picked 

for it, now is your opportunity.  The costumes will 

be sparse meaning that there will be headbands 

with ears or halos, headdresses for the role of 

Mary and Joseph, and small shepherds’ crooks for 

any shepherds. There will also be donkey, cow, 

and maybe camel ears. Not to forget there will be 

some headdresses for the wise men. You don’t 

need to worry about someone taking that role you 

wanted to play. It’s okay if there are 10 Mary’s, 2 

Josephs, an angel and a donkey. The pageant will 

still work out! So, take this opportunity to step 

into the story and experience Jesus’ birth in your 

heart.  

 

 

 

Dec 21st at 7pm at Grace 

Church in Rutland. Blue 

Holiday service offered 

by the Rutland Area 

Interfaith Clergy Group. 

Sometimes the holidays 

are not all holly and jolly. 

Sometimes it feels lonely 

and sad. And, sometimes the ills of our world are 

just a bit much to take in with a backdrop of 

celebrations. Take time to come to this service to 

be surrounded by love as you allow yourself to 

lament the pain and sadness that is in our lives. 

This will be a safe space for you to feel your true 

emotions during this time of the year. 

 

Dec 24th - Come to the 

Christmas Eve service at 7pm 

and experience this special 

worship service of lessons and 

carols. Surrounded by 

incredible music, Holy 

Scripture readings will lead us 

to the birth of Christ in our 

hearts. Let us celebrate the 

holiness of this special time of 

the year together. 

 

Dec 28th - Pastor Russell Edwards will be leading 

worship while Pastor Jenei is on vacation the 

week after Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSICIANS  

FOR DECEMBER 
 

  7 Seth Hopkins 

 14 Anna Dundas 

 21 Marci Wheeler & Ryan Mangan 

 24 Christmas Eve service 

Seth Hopkins, organ & piano 

Olga Hopkins, violin 

Marina Smakhtina, cello 

 28 Marina Smakhtina 



ENERJAZZ  

COMMUNITY  

CHRISTMAS  

CONCERT  

TO BENEFIT  

BROC PROGRAM 
 

Union Church of Proctor is excited to present our 

4th Annual free, family-friendly Community 

Christmas Concert on Saturday, December 13, 

2025, at 7:00 pm in the church sanctuary at 5 

Church St., Proctor.  The concert will be 

performed by EnerJazz Big Band featuring great 

Holiday music, as well as Big Band favorites.  

Rumor has it that they’re working on some new 

charts as well. 

 

Four years ago, the church offered our Parish 

House, with its wonderful acoustics, as a monthly 

rehearsal space for the Band at no charge. Once 

again, the members of EnerJazz have offered to 

thank the church with this concert.   

 

As we have for the last three years, Union Church 

will be donating the proceeds of the concert’s 

free-will offering to the Heating Assistance 

Program of BROC Community Action.  The 

Program is for people who “fall outside the lines” 

(including many elderly), who don’t meet the 

guidelines for Federal programs.  BROC Heating 

Assistance provides help with their primary heat 

source whether it be oil, wood, pellets or 

kerosene. We gratefully accept cash or checks 

made out to BROC. 

 

This concert is a great example of faith, Arts, and 

community action groups coming together to 

benefit our neighbors in need.  Mark your 

calendars and come on out to hear some fantastic 

music.  This is a concert not to be missed.  

Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S  

CENTER  

HOLIDAY GIFT  

PROGRAM 
 

 

In this season of joy, we’re once again supporting 

some of the families at The Children’s Center 

with holiday gifts. These are all age-appropriate 

toys we hope the little ones will have fun playing 

with for many days to come.  

 

And a reminder to all who signed up to be a 

Holiday Gift Program Elf.  Please remember to 

tape the yellow gift tag you selected (the one with 

the age and gift suggestion noted on it) to the 

unwrapped gift.  All gifts should be returned to 

church no later than Sunday, December 14th. 

Thank you for your generosity! 



ANNUAL  

REPORTS  

2025 
 

Annual Reports from all 

committees, boards, 

etc., should be turned in 

to the church office by January 7th, 2026. Please 

keep in mind that this is a historical record of the 

events, decisions, challenges, changes, etc. of 

your group that will be a helpful reference in years 

to come for us and those that come after us. You 

may email your report (preferred) to 

kris.finni@gmail.com or bring it to the church 

office. Questions? Call Kris Finnigan 459-2244. 

 
 

 

 

 

MEN'S  

COFFEE 
 

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for 

Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the 

Parish House. 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR GUEST  

MUSICIANS 
 

Since the last issue of 

‘The Scroll,” we’ve 

had the joy of listening 

to Marina Smakhtina’s 

beautiful cello playing 

not once, not twice, but 

at three worship 

services. Rounding out 

October, Marina also accompanied us at the 

piano; and, for the first time, played her guitar as 

well. It’s our tradition to sing “Happy Birthday” 

to anyone celebrating their birthday in the coming 

week. What a surprise when Marina accompanied 

our singing on her cello, possibly a first in our 

sanctuary! 

At the November 9th and 16th services, Marina 

treated us to a wide variety of music. We heard 

familiar works such as, “Amazing Grace;” a 

classical piece by Russian composer, Sergei 

Rachmaninov; “Adoration,” a piece written by 

Florence Price who was the first African-

American woman to have a major orchestra play 

one of her compositions; and an Irish folk tune, 

“Londonderry Air,” which some may recognize 

as the tune to, “Oh, Danny Boy.” 

 

We’re also very 

appreciative of Seth 

Hopkins agreeing to 

play for us on the first 

Sunday of each month. 

He, too, chooses a 

variety of music to play 

during the service. Seth 

has a talent for making 

our singing sound 

“mighty” when he’s at 

the organ’s keyboard. 

Sometimes the congregation can literally feel the 

sanctuary vibrate as he plays. When that happens, 

it’s all we can do not to throw open the doors so 

all of Proctor can enjoy his playing! 

 

The music at this year’s Christmas Eve service 

promises to be very special. Playing will be 

Marina, Seth and violinist, Olya Hopkins. What a 

lovely way to celebrate Christ’s birth.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

December 
Greeters 

 

  7 Carol Curtis 

 14 Meryl Lisananti 

 21 Bonnie Blanchard 

 28 Elsie Valach 

mailto:kris.finni@gmail.com


 

OUTREACH  

UPDATE 
 

Outreach met on 

November 4th to consider 

4th quarter disbursements. 

They are:  

• Open Door Mission  

• Pittsford Food Shelf  

• Rutland Neighbors (homeless shelter) 

• Vt. Food Bank 

• Rutland Health and Rehab 

 

We tried to pick ones that don't get much help and 

those that feed our hungry neighbors. The Rutland 

Health and Rehab was a request for help to make 

Christmas happier for their residents. These are 

your dollars at work 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU  

HELP? 
 

We’ve had a request 

from Rutland Neighbors 

for socks, gloves, hats, new underwear, belts, and 

blankets. If you can donate any of these things you 

can bring them to the church and we will see that 

they get there.  

Thanks,  

Outreach 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR YARD'S  

CHRISTMAS  

DECORATING/  

LIGHTING 

CONTEST 
 

Decorate and light up your home and yard! 

Judging will take place the week of December 15th 

with the 3 winners announced on December 20th  

 

COOKIES & 

CAROLS 
 

Come start the Christmas 

Season with us on  

Saturday December 6th at 5:30 

COOKIES & CAROLS 

at the Proctor Free Library 

Carols~Crafts~Cookies 

 

 

 

 

                       December 
                       Liturgists 

 

  7 Jean Butler 

 14 Kim Metcalfe 

 21 Paul Pilcher 

 28 Glenn Giles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MURIEL 
 

We mourn the passing of 

Muriel Sedergren, long-

time member and dear 

friend of Union Church 

of Proctor. Muriel took 

on many challenges at 

our church, always ready and willing to tackle the 

hard tasks. She spent weeks of late nights, 

meetings and re-dos, helping implement the setup 

of the computer program that brought our church 

into the 21st century, while holding down a full-

time job and dealing with constant health 

concerns. She was adventurous, hard-working 

and devoted to her family and friends. We will 

miss this good person. A memorial service will be 

held on January 3rd, at 11:00 a.m., in the 

Sanctuary. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 
 3  Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the  

        Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m. 

 6 Cookies & Carols, 5:30 p.m., Proctor Free Library 

 7 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

   Musician- Seth Hopkins 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

13 EnerJazz Concert, 7:00 p.m., UCP Sanctuary 

14 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

   Wear your favorite holiday sweater 

   Musician- Anna Dundas 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

20 Articles & info due for January Scroll 

21 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

   Musicians- Marci Wheeler & Ryan Mangan 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 Blue Holiday Service at Grace Church in Rutland, 7:00 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at Union Church, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

   Musicians- Seth Hopkins- organ & piano, Olya Hopkins- violin, Marina Smakhtina- cello 

25 Merry Christmas! 

28 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

   Guest Pastor- Russell Edwards 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

As we enter this season of 

Advent, we are reminded 

that God’s light shines 

brightest in moments of 

waiting. December invites 

us to slow down, reflect, 

and prepare our hearts for 

the coming of Christ. May 

this month fill your homes 

with peace, hope, and 

gratitude. 
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 2  Susan Osgood 11  Kathy Connors 

 3  Carol Trudelle       Richard Kelleway 

     Sarah Varney         Melissa Tooley 

 4  Rachel Moody 17  Jen Cohen 

 5  Troy Keyser 18  Ellen Sutherland 

 8  John Ojala 21  Alma Nelson 

     Mike Watson 28  Shannon Watson 

 31  John Ojala 

       Chris Thomas 


