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1 Corinthians 12:4-11

4 Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit.
> And there are different ministries, but the same
Lord. 8 And there are different results, but the
same God who produces all of them in everyone.
" To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for the benefit of all. 8 For one person is
given through the Spirit the message of wisdom,
and another the message of knowledge according
to the same Spirit, ° to another faith by the same
Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, 1° to another performance of miracles, to
another prophecy, and to another discernment of
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, and
to another the interpretation of tongues. ! It is one
and the same Spirit, distributing as he decides to
each person, who produces all these things.

Dear Friends,

As | began to consider what the Holy Spirit had
laid on my heart to share with you all in this
month’s scroll, I found myself focused on gifts. I
guess Christmas hasn’t ended for me yet. Yet, |
wasn’t thinking about the kind of gifts that one
finds under the tree or even for a birthday. | was

thinking about the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Mainly,
I was pondering that some gifts are given to
everyone. Everyone has been given a special gift
from the Holy Spirit! Unfortunately, most people
don’t seem to recognize that they have a gift.

Most recently, | heard from someone in my
distant past who challenged my original thoughts
about the idea that the Holy Spirit gives gifts to
everyone. This lovely person was someone who
would have never been considered a wise person
or one to be able to share their thoughts clearly.
The person’s parents were clear to come to me to
let me know that this person, their only child, was
far out on the spectrum, and they were
apologizing in advance for anything their adult
child may say or do.

Honestly, I was a bit surprised at the conversation.
The person that | had met seemed perfectly
pleasant, caring, and helpful as anyone | had met.
Yes, they had a slight speech impediment, and one
could tell that they needed an extra moment to
compose their thoughts, but heck it seemed then
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and even now that most of those facts are true for
most of us!

I let the parents know that | had listened to them
and accepted their advice and warnings but that |
would continue to let the Holy Spirit guide me in
my interactions with their daughter. It didn’t take
long for “an incident” to happen that needed to be
brought to my attention about this person. The
young woman worked part-time at the church’s
daycare. Her employer came to me to explain that
she was letting this young person go because she
did not stay on task for her duties. I listened to her
tell me that this person spent too much time
cleaning up the toys because she felt it necessary
to sort the items by the category of play. For
example, dress-up items were sorted, separating
the shoes, wigs, and other accoutrements, and
blocks were separated by legos or wooden. She
had even utilized other containers to do this
“excentric sorting,” which took up too much
space. The daycare supervisor said she just took
too long to get her tasks completed and when she
was repeatedly told to toss all the items into a
large toy box, the young woman said she felt that
it wasn’t fair to some of the kids. Her refusal to do
her tasks the way she was told led to her dismissal.

Now, | know that what | have described above can
seem pretty reasonable on both accounts. But
determining the one in the right is not my point.
What | realized is that the young woman had
masterfully determined that many of the children
were not able to reach down into the bottom of the
toy chest to get many of the items. Other children
would haphazardly toss the top items out to get to
the bottom, creating a situation where many of the
children wanted to be able to play, but could not
get to items or could not locate them because of
the jumble of the toybox and its area. So, many of
the kids were not playing or playing together
because of the situation with the toy box. When
the toys were sorted into the boxes all of the kids
could get access to the items that they wanted to
have to play.

The point is that | had been told to consider
whatever this young woman was doing or saying
was probably a problem, and what | found out was
that | had someone in front of me that was a

master of observation. She knew what it felt like
to be overlooked. She knew how important all
sorts of play is to a child. She also knew - all this
and more not just by experience, but in that she
had a special gift of empathy and understanding -
all from, come on you know what | am going to
say..... The Holy Spirit.

Most times in our lives, we don’t think that the
common things that we do are gifts from the Holy
Spirit. We may not always recognize that things
like wise counsel, simple trust, clear
understanding, recognizing another person’s true
spirit, being willing and able to see and share the
Good (Good News), and more are true gifts of the
Holy Spirit.

One more thing that this young woman had a gift
of doing was healing. She often saw ways that
could help heal our ills - just like the children and
the toy box. She pointed out to me one time that
if I moved some books that | used often to another
location, | would not strain my neck. She moved
them for me and asked me the next week if | was
having less neck pain. She was right.

That brings me to miraculous gifts and the gift of
tongues mentioned in the First Corinthians
passage. How often do we receive a gift (or even
give a gift) that someone says, oh my heavens,
that is EXACTLY what | needed or was looking
for or was hoping to receive? Yep, miraculous!

| knew a man who could interpret precisely what
his wife said after she lost her ability to speak
sentences due to a stroke. My own spouse
interprets my half-formed sentences and spoken
thoughts into sense to both me and herself!
Talking in tongues is more about understanding
and interpreting some language-like speech than
speaking it!

How many of us have had the joy of experiencing
someone’s simple trust and found it to be
refreshing, needed, and even miraculous?

This is just a short list of the amazing movement
of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives us all
gifts. Sometimes | find that people have many
gifts! Maybe I am not as lucky as some others, but
I do know that the Holy Spirit has endowed me



with incredible hope. | tend to be able to see a
possibility even when there seems to be nothing
that could work. And, | love to share the Good
News. | also think that those two gifts are actually
the same gift.

My hope for each of you is to take time to see the
amazing gifts of the Holy Spirit in others and also
within yourselves!

Blessings and peace,
Pastor Jeneli

ANNUAL
MEETING

All Members ¢
and Friends of
Union Church of Proctor, Vermont, be Warned
that on Sunday, February 2, 2025, the Annual
Business Meeting of Union Church of Proctor
will be held in the Sanctuary at 5 Church Street,
Proctor.

Morning Worship Service for All Ages begins at
10:00 a.m., followed by our regular Coffee
“Hour.” The Annual Meeting will follow the
Coffee Hour, at approximately 11:30 a.m. There
will be no Luncheon.

The Purpose of the Meeting will be:

e to hear and accept the Reports of the
Committees, Boards and Officers of the
Church

e to hear and vote on the Church’s
Operating Budget for 2025

e to consider any other business that may
properly come before the meeting

All Members and Friends are urged to attend the
Morning Worship, the Coffee Hour and to
participate in the discussions of the Annual
Meeting. Non-members will have equal
opportunity to speak at the Meeting, and are
encouraged to do so, but only Church Members
may vote.

A FINE MUSICIAN
IN THE MAKING

00

We had the pleasure of having

young musician, James Dorr,

play for us at our January 19"
service. With talents way beyond his years and an
interest in both folk and bluegrass music, James
sang and played guitar for the Prelude, “Long
Journey Home,” and Postlude, “Will the Circle Be
Unbroken.” He also joined the choir in singing
the hymns with the congregation.

James picked up his guitar again to join Marci
Wheeler in accompanying the choir in their
wonderful performance of the day’s Anthem,
“His Eye is on the Sparrow.” The refrain for that
song includes, “I sing because I'm happy.”
Clearly that is true of James. We very much hope
this fine musician will return to play and sing for
us again.

UPCOMING
CHURCH
COUNCIL
MEETINGS

The Church Council
will meet briefly in the Sanctuary immediately
following the Feb. 2" Annual Meeting

Our next monthly meeting will be on Sunday,
March 2", followed by the April meeting on
Sunday, April 6". Both of those meetings will
take place in the Higbee Library immediately
following the Coffee Hour.



CELEBRATION
OF LIFE

A Celebration of the Life

of Jason Smith will be

held on Sunday, February

ot at 15 Powers Square

in Proctor. Come by any time from noon to 3 and
share your story.

HELP
FOR

LA

Many
churches
were lost to
the  horrific : -5
LA fires, and one is a UCC church in the town of
Altadena. Altadena, a close-knit, diversified town
of around 40,000 and 15 miles up the hillside from
downtown LA, was pretty much wiped off the
map. Below is information about the UCC
Conference that serves the Altadena Community
Church, UCC, and a note of support to them
expressing love and prayers that would go a long
way to healing their spirit. Many of their members
also lost their homes. The church served many
people of many faiths, and its people continue to
offer their help and support to its surrounding
community even though their building is gone.

The Conference address is:

SCNC UCC Conference Office

Altadena UCC

333 North Santa Anita Suite 5

Arcadia, CA. 91006

626-798-8082

The Church  Community Website is:
https://altadenaucc.org/

To give monetary donations, please send them
directly to the above-mentioned address or to:
https://support.ucc.org/california-wildfires-2025.

A picture of
their beautiful
80 vyear old
church.

Check out
their website
for more
information.

This is a quote from of one of their recent
Facebook posts: "....To all the faith
communities, including Pasadena Jewish Center
and St. Marks Episcopal across the street who also
lost their buildings, we send our love and
condolences and always our prayers. Also prayers
for the community groups who used our space as
their home too - Meher Montessori PreSchool,
Pasadena Chorale, Theatre Experience of SoCal,
ACTS Food Pantry, and many others.” (They will
be worshipping at neighboring UCC church.

WE’VE GOT
MAIL!

(The names were
omitted with respect to the note-writer’s

privacy)
Dear Pastor Rossigg,

My wife ... and | have visited your church
several times to hear our friend, Rick Aubin,
play music with the Downtown Brass. We have
always been moved by the service and
impressed by the welcoming spirit of your
church. This spirit is also well expressed in
your messages in the newsletter.

Thank you for the good works you are doing
for the church and the community. We are
enclosing a small donation for the church, with
our best wishes for the coming year!

Yours Truly,
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MEN'S
COFFEE

—
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Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Annual Meeting, approx.. 11:30 a.m.

Happy Groundhog Day

Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Articles & info due for March Scroll

Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

February S Te5magr
Liturgists m g £
reeters

2 Glenn Giles

9 Jeannie Cushman 2 Kay Bergquist
16 Janet Yager 9 Meryl Lisananti
23 Jean Noren 16 Carol Curtis

23 Elsie Valach

I'TEIT'S

MEN'S BREAKEAST

BREAKFAST

O

JOIN US FOR

We hold a Men's Breakfast on the first Saturday
of each month. Our February Breakfast will be on

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for
Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the
Parish House.

Saturday, February 1, from 7-8 am in the Parish
House.
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