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John 14: 15-17, 26 NIV 
15 If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I 

will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

advocate to help you and be with you forever—  
17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. But 

you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] 

in you.  

 
26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you all 

things and will remind you of everything I have 

said to you. 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

As we come into the New Year, I find myself in 

great prayer. After many, many hours of pastoral 

care with people this past year, what has struck me 

is the sense of uncertainty, worry, and even down 

right depression. I’ve felt it too. It seems that very 

little around us feels stable and secure. The news 

doesn’t help and even seems to add to the worries 

that we have.  

 

Many people, I have seen over the years, who 

haven’t been struggling, are now suddenly finding 

themselves behind in bills, perhaps skipping 

meals to conserve on groceries, or even going cold 

as oil prices seem to be worsening. Most people 
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seem to just feel lonely. It’s been very difficult to 

find a way to respond to all the need there is at this 

time. 

 

And then that’s when it happens. Just when I think 

I can’t find the resources or the energy and even 

the time, the Holy Spirit steps in and makes itself 

known and felt. I can’t understand that after 

decades of feeling called by God to go into parish 

ministry that I am surprised when this happens, 

but here it is again. I am always surprised. What 

happens is that just when I feel I can’t figure 

something out, when I can’t manage another gift 

card, resource, time for a visit, that I am burned 

out and feel defeated - something ALWAYS falls 

into place.  

 

Sometimes it's the face of a loving parishioner 

who says something like - I was at the store the 

other day and I picked up some …..(fill in the 

blank)… and thought you may know someone 

who needs it. Or, it's the phone call that says, 

“Hey, I know we were supposed to meet today, 

but I need to take care of something else, so let’s 

meet next week,” which leaves me with extra 

time. Heck, sometimes, it's me saying, I need to 

do x instead of this other task and I receive a 

friendly smile or a reassurance on the other end of 

the telephone when I am calling to cancel or 

reschedule. That, my friends, is the work of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

So, here I am in each of those spaces, praying that 

I can find an answer or be of help and boom - the 

Holy Spirit drops in and things happen. Now, 

don’t get me wrong. I know I am not getting a 

solution to every problem or even most of them. 

I'm not getting some windfall that cures a variety 

of ills, I am receiving compassion, understanding, 

care, and healthy attention. The Holy Spirit shows 

up with the faces, voices, and hands of many 

people I know and love and sometimes it's the 

face, voice, and hands of a complete stranger. The 

Holy Spirit always shows up. 

 

Sometimes we just forget to recognize the Holy 

Spirit in all it’s amazing and various forms.  

 

When I am worried, the voice of calm and 

reassurance is the Holy Spirit. When that voice of 

compassion is not audible on the other end of a 

telephone, or experienced face to face, when I 

close my eyes and pray, I can hear the Holy Spirit 

saying, “I’m here. We are going to get through 

this.” That is just the thing, I have to be willing to 

hear that voice. I have to be willing to see it. And 

when I do, I guess that still leaves me surprised. 

Even though we are told that the Holy will always 

be with us, I guess I keep learning that Jesus truth 

over and over again. 

 

As you enter into the new year. Let the Holy Spirit 

fill your vision and bring you the comfort of 

constant, loving companionship. Let the Holy 

Spirit help you to reduce your worries and 

anxieties by knowing that its presence never 

leaves you. Be surprised, in realizing that the Holy 

Spirit never ceases to bring grace, truth, love, 

peace, joy, mercy, and holiness, into our everyday 

lives.  

 

May the New Year bring blessings to you all!  

Peace and love, 
 

Pastor Jenei 
 

 

CHANGES TO  

“THE SCROLL”  

MAY BE COMING 
 

With mailing costs 

continuing to rise, the Council has been looking at 

possible changes to the delivery of “The Scroll.”  

Watch this space in future issues for an update. 
 

 
 

ANNUAL 

REPORTS 

2025 
 

Annual Reports from all 

committees, boards, etc., should be turned in to 

the church office by January 7th, 2026. Please 

keep in mind that this is a historical record of the 

events, decisions, challenges, changes, etc. of 

your group that will be a helpful reference in years 

to come for us and those that come after us. You 

may email your report (preferred) to 

kris.finni@gmail.com or bring it to the church 

office. Questions? Call Kris Finnigan 459-2244. 

mailto:kris.finni@gmail.com


 

JOYFUL SOUNDS  

OF THE SEASON 
 

The EnerJazz Big Band delighted concertgoers 

for the 4th year in a row as around 90 people filled 

the sanctuary on Saturday, December 13th.  Once 

again, the proceeds of this wonderful concert were 

dedicated to BROC Community Action’s Heating 

Assistance Program to benefit those struggling to 

stay warm through what has already proven to be 

a very cold winter. 

 

Pastor Jenei provided a warm welcome and then 

introduced Tom Donohue, BROC’s CEO. Tom 

thanked the band and Union Church for 

partnering with BROC to benefit those in need in 

the community.  He also commented that it 

seemed especially appropriate to have the 

blessing of such a joyful concert on the eve of 

lighting the Advent Candle of Joy. 

 

With that the band jumped straight into a “rafter 

rattling” delightful playlist.  Our own Glenn Giles 

introduced each tune with a little background 

about the composer or arranger, or perhaps a tidbit 

about its history.  Glenn, a dedicated trombonist 

with the band also introduced the soloists and the 

members of each section. 

 

Union Church is pleased to provide a space for 

EnerJazz to practice each month.  We applaud 

them for returning the favor with this annual 

performance free of charge.  Every performance 

takes time, energy, practice and coordination to 

pull off and we appreciate them going above and 

beyond to put on this Holiday Concert. 

 

And now (drumroll, please) for the big 

announcement…the concert attendees filled the 

donation baskets with $1,285! Thank you all for 

your generosity and for helping to keep the heat 

on for our neighbors in the community. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘TIS THE SEASON OF 

BEAUTIFUL MUSIC 

 

What a joy to have Anna 

Dundas back with us 

again, twice in late 

November and again in 

mid-December.  Anna 

played for our pre-

Thanksgiving Sunday 

service treating us to a lovely “Special Music” 

medley which combined the ancient Irish hymn, 

“Be Thou My Vision” with a contemporary hymn, 

“Adoration.”   

 

On the 1st Sunday in Advent, Anna played 

“Lumiere” for the Prelude.  This peaceful piece 

seems especially soothing at this busy time of 

year. This was followed by several familiar carols 

throughout the service which culminated with 

“Am Kamin (at the Fireside)” for the Postlude. 



Skipping ahead to the 3rd Sunday in Advent, Anna 

was back at the piano with traditional French and 

Polish carols in “Christmas Night Medley;” 

assorted seasonal hymns; Special Music - “What 

Child Is This;” and a very upbeat arrangement by 

Dan Coates of, “Joy to the World,” as the 

Postlude.  She will be playing for us again in 

January. 

 

We so appreciate Seth 

Hopkins playing the 

organ on the 1st Sunday 

of each month.  He was 

with us on December 7th, 

the 2nd Sunday in 

Advent.  

 

 Along with 

accompanying us as we 

sang hymns of the 

season, Seth’s playing 

took us through the centuries.  From the Prelude 

of Gustav Holst’s early 20th century composition, 

“In the Bleak Midwinter,” to J.S. Bach’s 18th 

century, “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring,” for the 

service’s Special Music, and concluding with the 

Postlude, “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

composed by R.H. Pritchard in the late 19th 

century, it was a service of powerful music.   

 

On the 4th 

and final 

Sunday in 

Advent, 

we saw the 

return of 

not only 

our 

talented 

former 

Music 

Director, Marci Wheeler, at the piano, but also 

wonderful soloists, Ryan Mangan and Anna 

O’Brien.  Ryan began with a solo of J.S. Bach’s, 

“Sheep May Safely Graze.”  Anna joined him in 

the Postlude duet, “Maria Wiegenlied” (The 

Virgin’s Slumber Song). 

 

But, wait, there’s more!  Marci had her work cut 

out for her as we sang five hymns during the 

“regular” part of the service and ten carols during 

“A Christmas Pageant for Everyone.” As with 

each of our Guest Musicians, she also played the 

pre-service quiet music, the offering collection 

music, and the offering song, “We Are An 

Offering.”  

 

Last, but certainly not 

least, we were so glad to 

see “Choir Anthem” back 

in the bulletin.  We were 

treated to a beautiful 

rendition of, “Lo, How a 

Rose E’er Blooming,” 

accompanied by Marci 

(of course!).  

Thank you, one and all!  Merry Christmas! 
 

 

ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

JANUARY CHURCH  

COUNCIL  

MEETING 
 

Happy New Year! The next 

meeting of the Church Council will be Sunday, 

January 18th in the Higbee Library following the 

Coffee Hour. 
 

 

MEN'S  

COFFEE  
 

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for 

Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the 

Parish House. 



LIGHTING OF 

OUR ADVENT 

CANDLES 

Many thanks to our 

Advent Candle 

readers for this 

beautiful season: 

1st Sunday in 

Advent, “The Candle 

of Hope” – Paul and 

Ellen Sutherland 

2nd Sunday in Advent, “The Candle of Peace” – 

Curt and Carol Curtis (sorry, no photo available) 

 

 

3rd Sunday in Advent, 

“The Candle of Joy” – 

Jean Noren and Elsie 

Valach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Sunday in Advent, 

“The Candle of Love” – 

Phyllis Sawtell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL 

MEETING 
 

All Members 

and Friends of 

Union Church 

of Proctor, 

Vermont, be 

Warned that on Sunday, February 1, 2026, the 

Annual Business Meeting of Union Church of 

Proctor will be held in the Sanctuary at 5 Church 

Street, Proctor. 

  

Morning Worship Service for All Ages begins at 

10:00 a.m., followed by our regular Coffee 

“Hour.”  The Annual Meeting will follow the 

Coffee Hour, at approximately 11:30 a.m.  There 

will be no Luncheon. 

  

The Purpose of the Meeting will be: 

• to hear and accept the Reports of the 

Committees, Boards and Officers of the 

Church 

• to hear and vote on the Church’s 

Operating Budget for 2026 

• to consider any other business that may 

properly come before the meeting 

  

All Members and Friends are urged to attend the 

Morning Worship, the Coffee Hour and to 

participate in the discussions of the Annual 

Meeting. Non-members will have equal 

opportunity to speak at the Meeting, and are 

encouraged to do so, but only Church Members 

may vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

January 
Greeters 

 

  4 Elsie Valach 

 11 Meryl Lisananti 

 18 Bonnie Blanchard 

 25 Carol Curtis 



ELVES IN  

OUR MIDST  

 

We partnered with 

The Children’s 

Center again this 

year to provide a 

few toys for 

families. 

 

To the elves in the congregation who each 

selected a tag and purchased the listed toy, you 

have brought joy to a child’s heart in this season 

of giving. Thank you so much! 

 

 

WE’VE GOT 

MAIL! 
 

Dear Friends, 

Merry Christmas  

& Happy New Year.  

Thank you for all your kindness this year. 

Love, 

Peggy 
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“No one is more cherished in this world than 

someone who lightens the burden of another.” 

~ Joseph Addison 
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January 
 3 Memorial service for Muriel Sedergren, 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

 4 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 7 Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m. 

 Have all Annual Reports from committees, boards & organizations in by today 

11 Morning Worship, Baptism of Christ, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

                                     we will “remember” our Baptism. 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

15 Articles & info due for February Scroll 

18 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 Church Council meeting, following fellowship time 

25 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 

February 
 1 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 ANNUAL MEETING following worship 

 

 

 

                       January 
                     Liturgists 
 

    4 Jean Noren 

  11 Janet Yager 

  18 Glenn Giles 

  25 Russ Edwards 
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    January 

    Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Connie Partridge 15  Jean Esler 

     Judith Scott 18  Donna Chapin 

 2  Karen Webster 21  Mackenzie Lacy 

 3  Gloria Giles 24  Lenore Gates 

 4  Andrew Sutherland       Caitlin Canty 

 6  Carol Bam 28  Drew Pilcher 

 9  Ray Parker 31  Jean Noren 


