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Check out the full color version of the  

Scroll on line at the web address above… 

lots more about the church there, too! 

 

 

 

Ephesians 4:22-24 (NIV): "You were taught, with 

regard to your former way of life, to put off your 

old self... to be made new in the attitude of your 

minds; and to put on the new self.” 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

As we enter the Lenten season, we are called to 

reflect on our lives and seek a turn around to 

become closer to God. Experience has taught me 

that most “repentance” only lasts through the few 

weeks of the Lenten season, rather like giving up 

meat or chocolate for a few weeks. The Lenten 

season is hopefully intended to be the “practice” 

to make the changes in your life more permanent. 

Now, I am not saying that giving up chocolate for 

Lent is supposed to become a permanent habit. 

The giving up things like chocolate is intended to 

remove obstacles that separate us from God’s 

presence in our lives AND open a space to better 

see that missing element so that we can then make 

a permanent change to be closer with God. 

 

Well, that was a fair bit of heavy thought about 

the Lenten season. Let me share a story with you 

that may help us to understand a practical way of 

turning around our lives to become closer to God.  

I have a son who I hold dear in my heart. He is not 

a child of my DNA, he is a child of my heart. I 

have had several of these children throughout my 

life. They were often friends of our biological kids 

who hung out at our house. We fed and sometimes 

even clothed some of these kids often times as 

they worked through issues in their lives. This one 

is my oldest son. He is a gentle giant and has a dry 

sense of humor. Striking, handsome, very quiet, 

with a fabulous laugh, he is making a huge leap 

this Lenten season. He has always lived in a very 

urban environment. He is moving from an ultra 

urban city to rural Vermont to live with us. He is 

making this move to live into his dreams to be a 

farmer, to learn to drive, and to improve his 

overall health and wellbeing. In a sense, he is 

making this radical move to become closer to 

God.  
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Listening to him talk about his desire to garden, to 

till the soil, in learning to farm, is a far cry from 

the young man I met through our kids 

participation with community theater. That young 

kid was a game playing, medieval cosplay, 

TV/Movie aficionado who loved to lounge on the 

couch cuddling one of the dogs, all while making 

what we now call “dad jokes.” Now, I hear him 

talking of how to make things with his hands and 

how to tap into the wisdom of the ages to cultivate 

land and grow our own food. He even wants to 

brew his own mead! (Of course, that will go well 

with the fresh bread and cultured butter I make 

each week!) 

 

Turning your life around is hard work. It’s scary 

work. It’s also worthwhile work. I’m such a proud 

“mama” to see him seeking to live into his dreams 

and taking such a big chance in his life. Of course, 

there is also a sense of delight that he would be 

willing to come all this way to try new things with 

our support and love. Most importantly, as he 

steps into these new surroundings in this Lenten 

season, I think he will find his connection to the 

divine strengthened and make this transition a 

permanent embodiment. God’s love for us always 

shines through, if we will let it happen! The 

Lenten season is all about how we can open 

ourselves to be closer with God every day.  

 

May your Lenten journey bring you closer to God 

as well! 

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Jenei 

 

 

 

A NEW ERA FOR  

“THE SCROLL”!  
 

This issue marks the beginning 

of a new era for “The Scroll” in 

two ways.  First, this is the last 

monthly issue of “The Scroll.” *It’s also the last 

issue that will be sent via US mail. 

 

From here on out, we’ll be switching to a 

quarterly issue beginning in June and then in 

September, December and March.  The bonus 

here is that this new schedule will align nicely 

with the liturgical calendar.  The weekly bulletin 

is already emailed to the congregation and 

available at worship services.  It will continue to 

be a good way to fill in announcements between 

issues of “The Scroll.” 

 

Printing and mailing a multi-page newsletter 

eleven times a year is costly.  The church has been 

purchasing an annual bulk mailing permit from 

the Post Office.  A cost analysis presented to the 

Church Council revealed that by jumping into the 

21st century (admittedly, perhaps a little late!) and 

offering an electronic-only version of “The 

Scroll” would save the church money.  This is not 

the first time we’ve discussed this, but as mailing 

costs continue to climb and our current permit 

expires March 1st, it makes sense to make the 

change sooner than later. 

 

From June on, you can easily access “The Scroll” 

by going to the church website 

(https://www.unionchurchproctor.org), clicking 

on “Church Newsletter” at the top and scrolling to 

the current month.  You can also read past issues 

there as well. 

 

If you’re not already receiving a notice of when 

the latest “Scroll” is available on the website, but 

would like to, send an email with “Scroll List” in 

the subject line to: 

unionchurchofproctor007@gmail.com.  When a 

new issue is ready, you’ll receive a notice via 

email with a link to the church website.  Then just 

follow the instructions in the paragraph above.  

 

*Note:  We’ll have a limited number of printed 

copies available at the back of the sanctuary for 

those who don’t have access to a computer or for 

interested guests who may like to pick up a copy.  

If you are unable to pick up “The Scroll” at church 

and you don’t have access to a computer, call the 

church office at 802-459-3624.  Please leave your 

name and correct mailing address and we’ll get a 

copy to you. 
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                      SPRING 

                   MUSICIANS 
 

March  

 1 Seth Hopkins 

8  Anna Dundas 

15  Marci Wheeler 

22  Marina Smakhtina 

29 Anna Dundas 

April  

5  Seth Hopkins 

12  Marina Smakhtina 

19  Anna Dundas 

26  Marina Smakhtina 

 

 

 

PAUL 
 

We have lost a dear friend, 

Paul Sutherland, who has 

been so many things to 

Union Church, it’s hard to 

imagine the church without 

him. Council president, 

UCP tech support, Mr. 

White Elephant, furniture & 

musical instrument restorer, 

Facebook correspondent, 

Saturday morning coffee collaborator, Ramp Ant, 

Tiffany window restoration supervisor, active on 

Buildings & Grounds, Outreach, and probably 

every other committee, church agent… just to 

name a few. Paul brought great music to Union 

Church with EnerJazz and Downtown Brass, and 

his own talent. Paul & his wife, Ellen, joined the 

church in 1977. Our thoughts and prayers are with 

his family, who all gathered for his final days. 

 

 

 

 

MEN'S  

COFFEE  
 

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for 

Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the 

Parish House. 

 

OUTREACH 

UPDATE & 

LENTEN  

OFFERING 
 

The Outreach Committee met for the first quarter. 

We receive 10% of the church’s income to help 

others. We have tried to keep it local because 

there is such need. The ones who we are helping 

this quarter are: Special Olympics (Brooke 

Kimball who is doing the Polar plunge with her 

Unified Sports Team from Otter Valley), New 

Story Center (Women's Shelter), Pittsford Food 

Shelf, Rutland County Parent and Child Center, 

Pastor's Discretionary Fund. If there are any other 

organizations you would like us to consider, 

please let us know. We meet 4 times a year.  

 

 

 

 

LENTEN  

OFFERING 

 
The Lenten 

Offering will be 

for Habit for 

Humanity of 

Rutland County, 

since there is a 

great need for 

housing.  

 

Thanks, Phyllis Sawtell, Nancy Thompson, Jean 

Noren, Pastor Jenei 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH  

COUNCIL  

MEETINGS 
 

The Church Council will meet in the Higbee 

Library on Sunday, March 1st, following the 

Coffee Hour. Our April meeting will be on 

Sunday, April 19th, same time, same place. 



Easter Memorial Flowers 
  

Once again, we expect to have Easter lilies and other potted spring flowers enhancing the Sanctuary on 

Easter Sunday. In order to have an accurate listing of Memorial Flowers, we ask that you please fill out the 

slip below or pick up a form at church and return it by Palm Sunday, March 29th. You may email your 

memorial information to unionchurchofproctor007@gmail.com or send it to Union Church of Proctor, 5 

Church St., Proctor, VT 05765. You may bring your Easter flowers to church from 9-11 on Saturday, April 

4th, or to the Parish House on Friday if you have a key. 

 

Please note that the information you provide below is only for our memorial listing in the Easter Sunday 

bulletin. All flowers must be arranged through a florist or brought to the church by those wishing to give 

them. 
  

 

 

Easter Flowers Memorial Listing 
 

      In Memory of:             Given by  
 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________  ____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR HISTORY 

BUFFS 
 
  Thanks to Dale Christie for 

the link to the Rutland 

Historical Society! 
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March Birthdays 
 2   Erik Chapin 18  Liz Fothergill 

 4   Amy Larson 19  Paul Pilcher 

 5   Nancy Thompson 22  Leah Moody 

 7   Barb Corliss 23  Mike Kingsbury 

      Peg Thomas 25  Jeff Bergquist 

 9   Chris Heintz 26  Cairle Ault 

10  Jeff Metcalfe       Roy Pilcher 

14  Jim Toher 27  Carol Westin 

17  Deb Kingsbury  

      Shelby Moody  

 

 

 

April Birthdays 
 1   Kelly Toher 12  Bruce Baccei 

 2   Wayne Flewelling 17  Jeannie Cushman 

 3   Aidan Hall       Janet Yager 

 7   Allan St. Peter 20  Kathy Cawley 

 8   Ali Flewelling 23  Bonnie Blanchard 

11  Peter Curtis 24  Michael Moran 

      Simon Curtis 28  Linda Doty 

 

 

May Birthdays 
 5   Emily St. Peter 21  Cathy Canty 

 8   Chris Keyser       Anne Proctor 

10  Ariana Malutich       Dan Varney 

14  Renzo Palmerini 23  Robert Webster 

20  Dillon Metcalfe 27  Pam Ojala 

 28  Lon Schneider 



 
 

 

March 
Greeters 

 

  1 Elsie Valach 

  8 Meryl Lisananti 

 15 Ron & Diane Henderson 

 22 Bonnie Blanchard 

 29 Jean Noren 

 

 

                       March 
                    Liturgists 
 

  1 Russ Edwards 

  8 Janet Yager 

 15 Paul Pilcher 

 22 Jean Butler 

 29 Kathy Connors 

 

 

WE’VE GOT 

MAIL!  
 

Dear Members of the 

Union Church, 

 

Thank you so much for the donation to my 

“plunge.” The Penguin Plunge is so important 

in raising money for VT Special Olympics and 

Unified Sports. I greatly appreciate 

your support. 

 

Thank you again, 

Brooke 

 

 

 

 

 

A good laugh is like sunshine in the 

house. 

 

William Makepeace Thackeray 

 

 

 

March  
                                                                                                 Vermont Spring Peeper, the Woodland Chorus begins 

 

 1 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 Church Council Meeting, following coffee hour 

 4 Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m. 

 8 Set you clocks forward 

 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

15 Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary 

 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

22 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

29 Palm Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 



 

 

 

 

April 
 

1 Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m.  

2 Maundy Thursday, Brandon Congregational Church 

3 Good Friday Service, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Proctor 

5 Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m., Connector 

Easter Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

12 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

19 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

 Church Council Meeting, following fellowship time 

26 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

 Coffee & Fellowship, following worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 
 

 3 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, following worship 

 6 Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m. 

10 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, following worship 

17 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, following worship 

20 Articles & info due for Summer Scroll 

24 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, following worship 

31 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

 Coffee & Fellowship, following worship 

 

 



 

Union Church of Proctor                                                Non-Profit Organization 

5 Church St.                                                                      Postage Paid at Proctor 

Proctor, VT 05765                                                          VT 05765       Permit #7 
 

                Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this season of conversion, renew our faith, and receive with open hearts, the love of God. 

 

~Pope Francis 


