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Mark 16:1-8 NIV

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body.
2Very early on the first day of the week, just after
sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 2 and
they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone
away from the entrance of the tomb?”

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the
stone, which was very large, had been rolled
away. °> As they entered the tomb, they saw a
young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the
right side, and they were alarmed.

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking
for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid
him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will
see him, just as he told you.””

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out
and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to
anyone, because they were afraid.

Dear Friends,

In writing to you all, Easter has not happened, and
yet, this letter will reach you after the resurrection
has happened, after the Easter Bunny has left her
gifts for the children, and sadly, after many of the
daffodils have already bloomed. | share these
thoughts because | want to bring attention to the
fact that we spend far too much time in spaces like
this one described. We live in one space, we work
to make things livable for a future space, and all
the while everything around us becomes part of
the past.

Too often, I look forward to something, like that
early Easter morning before the sun rises and the
world is quiet and still as if the whole world is
holding its breath in anticipation of something
marvelous is about to happen. But, when that
morning arises, | am so busy with the minutia of
the day ahead of me that I lose the preciousness of
that time until | take the time to reflect on the day
- most often many days later. | am at least glad for
the reflection.
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There’s a song by a well-known artist whom |
enjoy very much. She released a song entitled,
Slow Down by Nichole Nordeman. You can
watch it here on YouTube -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clcNB_EUa
08) She intended it for her youngest child and us
as we seek to connect the fleeting moments of our
time together and see the preciousness of all of
those moments, good and bad.

[Verse 1]

Here's to you

You were pink or blue

Everything | wanted

Here's to you

Never sleeping through

From midnight till the morning

Had to crawl

Before you walked before you ran
Before | knew it

You were trying to free your fingers from my
hand

'Cause you could do it on your own now
Somehow

[Chorus]

Slow down

Won't you stay here a minute more

I know you want to walk through the door
But it's all too fast

Let's make it last a little while

| pointed to the sky and now you wanna fly
I am your biggest fan

I hope you know I am

But do you think you can somehow

Slow down

[Verse 2]

Here's to you

Every missing tooth

Every bedtime story

Here's to Barbie cars

Light saber wars

Sleeping in on Sunday

Had to crawl

Before you walked, before you ran
Before | knew it

You were teaching me the only thing love can
Hold hands through it

When it's scary, you've got me

[Chorus]

Slow down

Won't you stay here a minute more
| know you want to walk through the door
But it's all too fast

Let's make it last a little while

| pointed to the sky and now you wanna fly
| am your biggest fan

I hope you know | am

But do you think you can somehow
Slow down

[Bridge]

Please don't roll your eyes at me

| know I'm embarrassing

But someday

You'll understand

You'll hold a little hand

Ask them if they can
Oh-oh-oh-ohhh

'Cause it's all too fast
Oh-oh-oh-ohhh

[Outro]

| am your biggest fan

I hope you know | am
But do you think you can
Somehow

Slow down

Slow down

I think the feelings and meaning in this song are
how God imagines us. | also think Easter is that
moment when we are once again asked to slow
down and take a moment to consider the great
love and care constantly standing with us.
Wanting us to see the wonder in the world.
Hoping we will appreciate all that is already in our
lives, and hoping that we will never doubt the
great love that constantly surrounds us.

| also think that God hopes, in some ways, that we
will take a look at the cruel realities of the world
around us that we have created and then seek to
change it to be a world that God would recognize
as something we had helped God to create.

So this Easter season, slow down. Take a moment
to shed tears of happiness, fear, and anxiety.
That’s okay. Laugh at the rain wetting the Easter
egg hunt. Admire the sun so bright you can’t see
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without your sunglasses. And chuckle at how
much you dislike Aunt Jodi’s ham salad, but you
eat some anyway. Be in the moment fully. Then,
when you do take a moment to look to the future,
rather than running off from where you were, take
all those spaces with you to help you envision the
possibilities to change the world around you for
the better. Perhaps in that envisioning, we are only
able to perceive just one small positive difference
in our own lives because that small step in
ourselves will make all the difference down the
line. Then, when we are reflecting, perhaps we
will recognize God’s loving hand holding ours all
the while.

Easter peace and blessings,
Pastor Jenei

BOOK STUDY Bad Girls of the Bible
Our Book Study, on Bad
Girls of the Bible, by
Barbara Essex,
continues each
Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
through the month of
May.

BARBARA J. E S S EX

We will meet in the

Parish house. Zoom will be offered if anyone
wants to participate through that service. Please
notify me if you plan to utilize Zoom.

~Pastor Jenei

May
Greeters

4 Bonnie Blanchard
11 Meryl Lisananti
18 Elsie Valach

25 Meryl Lisananti

MEN'S O

COFFEE

JOIN US FOR

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for
Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the
Parish House.

, FIEITS
MEN’S BREAKEAST
BREAKFAST —_

We hold a Men's Breakfast on the first Saturday
of each month. Our May Breakfast will be on
Saturday, May 3", from 7-8 am in the Parish
House.

GOODBYE FRIENDS

We said goodbye to our dear friends Kay and Jeff
Bergquist in April. They’re moving west to be
near their daughter. Both of them were such a
force in our church... in a very good way!

Kay has kept us in stitches, with her humor,
kindness and mentorship of
all things quilting. Kay
leaves behind many
mementos of her ministry
here in her paraments for
our Sanctuary, her fidget
quilts, and her many, many
beautiful handmade quilts.
The Maple Leaf Quilters
met one last time in our Parish House in Apnl and
there were many sad goodbyes.

Jeff has kept the finances,
staff, buildings, grounds and
church spirits in order for
years with his steady
. guidance, fix-it smarts,
grant writing skills and
creative new ways to
encourage pledges. He will
be sorely missed, especially
at the men’s breakfasts and weekly Saturday
morning gatherings for coffee and chores.

We wish them all the best in their new home!



LOTS OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC
Come join us on Sunday

L to r- Glenn Giles, Corey Urich, Jeannie The Northwind Quintet

Cushman, Ellen Sutherland, Jane Jensen-
Waggoner, Marci Wheeler

v s

Easter Joy with the
Downtown Brass
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Corey Urich Coming April 27 Alexis Scangas
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Book Study, 5:30 p.m., Parish House

Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom

Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m.
Book Study, 5:30 p.m., Parish House

Wothers’ Diay

Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom

Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Book Study, 5:30 p.m., Parish House

Articles & info due for June Scroll (Early this month — if you please &
Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom

Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Book Study, 5:30 p.m., Parish House

Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom

Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Book Study, 5:30 p.m., Parish House

May
Liturgists

4 Kim Metcalfe

11 Jeannie Cushman
18 Kathy Connors
25 Jean Noren
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