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Dear Friends,

We have had a ladybug invasion. My daughter is
having one too. It's honestly a bit maddening. My
spouse and I have committed ourselves over the
years to do no harm to other creatures, so this is a
terrible mess. And yes, we are the people who take
the spiders outside, or trap a mouse and rehome it
to the woods. I know, I know, I know it will
probably come back again. Back to the ladybugs,
they are maddening. How on God’s good earth do
I catch them all without killing them?

Necessity (read desperation) is the mother of
invention for sure, so I figured that I would

vacuum them up and then take the
cup outside to let them go do other @
things. Now before any of you

reply to me and let me know that these are
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probably not ladybugs and most likely an invasive
beetle or reminding me that my efforts are
probably pretty silly in the grand scheme of
things, let me stop you and tell you something that
changed me and much of my family’s thinking on
such things about tiny creatures.

I met an Indian man when I lived in Chicago, that
I became good friends with during my few years
there. As the director of facilities of my seminary
in Chicago, I had to rid the seminary of whatever
creepy crawly invaders came into the building. On
one of my excursions, | was overwhelmed with
what to do with water bugs in the piping systems
that were getting into the classrooms. When
students and professors saw them, they thought
they were giant roaches. They are not. They are
actually just mold and fungus eating big flying
beetles, that do happen to look a great deal like a
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cockroach. These bugs can be pretty scary since
they are often over an inch long. Truthfully, I was
familiar with them since they are a constant in the
South’s hot, humid climate. I thought I had
escaped these beasts when I left the South, but
nope, here they were again, munching away on
sweating moldy pipes running along the seams of
the 100+ year old buildings!

My new friend saw me getting ready to wage war
to annihilate these creatures and stopped me. He
said, do you know that where I come from people
consider my class of people like bugs, numerous
and inconsequential. He said that he was
considered to be a part of the Dalits, from the old
caste system of Hinduism. The Dalits are
considered to be untouchable. He said he grew up
being taught that he was no more than just one of
millions of creatures that did not have much worth
for human society other than to be exploited.

He then pointed out to me all that this group did
in society like handling waste, cleaning up,
removing or handling dead animals. Basically,
they did all the jobs that no one else would do. He
then showed that, without all of these insects, we
would have no crops or flowers at all. For
example, insects like bees, dragonflies, and
ladybugs are beneficial and not to be killed

showed me all sorts of tiny algaec and how
important they are to any ecosystem.

All his talk, especially about seeing his family as
important, even though the wider culture treated
them as expendable and insignificant, made me
think differently of all the little creatures like bugs
in the world. The bottom line is that we all have a
part, a role, in creation. We all can contribute and
do so differently than others, and that makes the
whole of a creation complete.

Remember, from Genesis, when God had finished
creating the world (and all the creatures in it) God
looked at it all and declared it was very good. This
phrase affirms that God’s creation was complete,
ordered, and fulfilled its intended purpose.

And that means, bugs and mice included. So, yes
I have a ladybug problem. But the solution to my
problem is actually more about how I inhabit
creation and share it with others than it is about
the space our ladybug friends have chosen to
inhabit. I am grateful to be reminded of my
friend’s gentle lesson offered to me, also found as
a key element of our Genesis creation story that
God has declared all of God’s creation

good. , ‘

because they help control other pests and pollinate I’'m still working on my
plants. attitude with mosquitos.
Everyone has a growing edge.....
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His conversation with me helped me to see that no
one, and no creature, is worthless from a different
perspective. As we talked, we reflected on the
concept that God created nothing that was not
important to our world.

My friend told me that he learned in his culture
there were people who walked to avoid crushing
insects, were careful when they swept, and even
wore masks to keep from inhaling or harming
bugs.

More importantly, he made me realize that
nothing of creation was worthless, useless, or
meaningless, even as minuscule as a little bug. He
showed me a picture of a dog his friend had had,
that was missing two legs and what an amazing
creature he was, fetching and keeping watch. He
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Peace,
Pastor Jenei

- HONORING
PASTOR JENEI

Sunday, October 12,
‘- was Clergy Recognition
A = Wmuae ™ Sunday. We honored
Pastor Jenei with flowers, a special cake, and this
tribute in the newspaper:
We want to thank you for your unwavering
guidance and love. We are blessed to have
you as our Pastor.




STAINED GLASS
WINDOWS UPDATE

It was “windows in and windows out” when Tim
Byrne and his four-member crew from New
England Art Glass returned to the sanctuary on
October 8th.  The
second  “Summer”
Tiffany window was
removed and crated to
be worked on up
north in  Tim’s
workshop.

The original storm |
window behind the
stained glass window
then had to be taken
out. This was a tricky
business as the w1nd0w had cracked in several
places sometime in the past and was temporarily
being held together with duct tape. The pieces of
thick glass were very carefully removed so as not
to have chunks of it dropping onto the carpeting,
or worse, onto the work crew.

In the meantime, work
continued on the
Burnham window at
the back of the church.
Wood in the openings
where sections had
| been removed last
| time was painted. The
| previously bowed
j; sections, some with
| lead missing and now
beautifully restored,
were then replaced in
their openings. New wood trim was cut, installed
and painted to match the walls. Additional lower
and mid-sections from this very large window
were then removed for restoration work.

Be sure to check out the restoration progress the
next time you’re in the sanctuary!

RECENT
GUEST
MUSICIANS

Over the last few weeks, !
we’ve had several
familiar musicians return
to fill the sanctuary with °
their beautiful music once
again. Pianist Anna %
Dundas played for us on September 21% and again
1 on September 28™ while
Seth Hopkins was back
| playing our magnificent
organ on October 5™,

And, yay! Our previous
Music Director, Marci
Wheeler, returned to the
piano on October 12
along with one of our
favorite soloists, Ryan
Mangan. Rounding out the third week in October,
was guest musician, Joan 0 7

Bishop.

Thank you to all these
talented folks. We’re
very lucky that so many
amazing musicians call
Vermont home.

Q ’E" MUSICIANS FOR
: NOVEMBER

2 Seth Hopkins

9 Marina Smakhtina

Marina Smakhtina

23 Anna Dundas

30 Anna Dundas
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ALL SAINTS
DAY

Nov. 2 is All Saints Day. We also
have to turn our clocks back that day so
we will have another hour to get to church. We
will honor those who came before us by the
ringing of the bells, have communion and then
have a pot-luck meal after the service. Please sign
up in the kitchen so we will know what you are
bringing. Please join us for this special time.

DECKING
THE HALLS

Saturday, = November
200 we will be
decorating the church for
the Advent season. We’ll
start at 9:am but come when you
can. Let's make the church beautiful for this holy
season.

November Greeters

2 Carol Curtis

9 Meryl Lisananti

16 Elsie Valach

23 Bonnie Blanchard

30 Sue Osgood & Carol Trudelle

JOIN US FOR

MEN'S
COFFEE

YOU'RE INVITED TO FELLOWSHIP

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for
Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the
Parish House.

November
Liturgists

2 Jean Butler

9 Jean Noren

16 Glenn Giles

23 Kim Metcalfe

30 Jeannie Cushman

LOOKING
AHEAD

e The Thanksgiving
Interfaith  Service
will be held at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church on Nov 25th at
7pm. Many of the area churches are
participating to share in this ecumenical
service.

e UCP will help lead in an Interfaith Blue
Holiday Service at Grace Church, UCC on
Dec 21st. Mark your calendars. More
details to come in the next Scroll.

e Enerjazz concert coming up in December!
Info on date and time to come.

e Special Services —

e Nov 2nd we will hold our annual All
Saints Service at UCP. Our service will
focus on a time to remember our loved
ones that have passed on from our faith
community and our wider community.
Come and light a candle and remember
our loved ones through prayer and music.

e (Clocks turn back on Nov 2nd - you’ll have
an extra hour to get to worship! Please
note the potluck on Nov 2nd after worship
too.

e Nov 9th is Stewardship Sunday

e Nov 16th - worship is being led by Russell
Edwards. Don’t miss out on his special
message!

e Nov 23rd is UCP Thanksgiving Sunday

e First Sunday of Advent is Nov 30th
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Turn your clocks back. You’ll have an extra hour to get to worship!

All Saints Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Musician, Seth Hopkins
Our service will focus on a time to remember our loved ones that have passed on from our faith
community and our wider community. Come and light a candle and remember our loved ones
through prayer and music.

Potluck following worship, 11:00 a.m.

Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m.

Stewardship Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Musician, Marina Smakhtina

Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Worship led by Russell Edwards. Don’t miss out on his special message!
Musician, Marina Smakhtina

Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Articles & info due for December Scroll

Thanksgiving Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Musician, Anna Dundas

Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service, 7:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

We all have much to be thankful for

Decorating the Sanctuary, 9:00 a.m., the more the merrier!

First Sunday of Advent Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Musician, Anna Dundas

Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.
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