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Isaiah 43:18-19 ESV “Remember not the former 

things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I 

am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 

not perceive it? I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 

 

Dear Friends, 

I recently went to visit the Corning Museum of 

Glass in Corning, NY. The trip was a belated 

birthday present. I’ve tried hard not to have too 

much excited anticipation, but frankly, I failed. 

You see, I went to the museum a few years back 

with my daughter. We were returning from Ohio 

and headed back to Connecticut and the trip was 

taking us very close to the area, so we decided to 

stop.  

 

We had a great time! There was also far too much 

to see in the few short hours that we allowed to 

visit. So, I have wanted to go back and see the 

museum and even more, do some glassmaking 

myself. And that happened. 

Now I’ve watched lots of glassmaking in person 

and on the TV. I’m a big fan of “Blown Away” 

that was a series on Netflix a few years back that 

had challengers go up against one another 

blowing glass to win a big prize. These 

challengers made it all look so easy. It’s just 

molten glass at 2,000 + degrees and some steel, 

how hard is that to make a shape? It’s basically 

just like very hot clay, right? WRONG!  

 

Glass is tricky, the common elements that make 

up glass are soda ash, silica, and lime. The 

chemistry is complicated and when minerals are 

added to make colors the whole process becomes 

even more complicated, and that is not 

mentioning things like the amount of heat added 

to the process.  

 

The bottom line is that when it was my turn to 

make my pieces, I completely forgot about what 

it was that I was trying to shape. I was so delighted 

that I, mere human, was handling this 

otherworldly substance, that just wanted to be a 
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sort of catalyst for the glass to do what it wanted 

to do. Of course, I tried to do some shaping, some 

stretching, and add some additions of color, but 

the bottom line is that all my minimal efforts 

resorted rather in much the same blob that I started 

with. So, my instructor said, you need to keep that 

vision in your head for what you want it to be and 

actively work to get it into that shape.  

 

Well, long story short, I did what Chris asked me 

to do. I pulled the glass, I blew, I added my frit 

(fragments of colored glass) and low and behold, 

I made an ornament. Was it exactly what I thought 

it was going to be, no, not 100%. It was better 

even because the final product surprised me.  

 

As I pondered over the course of our few days 

there working on the projects and taking in the 

immense efforts of thousands of talented 

glassmakers, I had a spiritual awakening of sorts. 

I saw myself, too often rigid, and undefined, and 

God, not as the potter, but as the glassblower, 

holding me on the end of God’s blow pipe, 

carefully increasing my character. I saw myself 

being tested, and tempered, molded and stretched, 

and certainly 

being given 

color.  

 

I even saw the 

times in which I 

cracked and God 

needed to 

reshape me by 

firing me and 

melting me 

down to bring 

me back to a 

workable shape. 

 

 

 

God is a glassblower, and we are each a delicate 

piece of unique artistry. And even though glass 

can be fragile and break easily, it’s nothing that 

God can’t fuse back together and make even 

stronger and more durable…and more beautiful. 

All of God’s creations are a wonder to behold. 

 

Now, each time I look at my piece, I see myself. I 

see God’s working hands shaping me and making 

me something beautiful. I kinda needed to see that 

in my life right now. I’m grateful to have had the 

opportunity to lay witness to God’s amazing 

works in the world and God’s working in others. 

 

I hope that each of you will take a moment to see 

the unique and wonderful ways that God is 

working all around us. I hope that you too will 

take a moment to see the “imperfections” of your 

own lives/selves as blessings and most 

importantly, that God don’t make no junk!  

 

Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Jenei 

 

 

 

This is the piece I 

made while on my 

trip.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS! 
 

Union Church will share in the Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 

25 at 7:00 pm to be held at Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church - First Baptist Church, 6 Church 

Hill Road, Rutland VT. 

 

UCP will also participate in the Interfaith Blue 

Holiday Service on Sunday, December 21 at 

Grace Congregational Church at 4:00 pm. 

More information is coming in the next edition of 

The Scroll.  

 

There will be a Piano Concert with Diana 

Fanning on Sunday Afternoon, October 12, at 

3:00 pm, at Trinity Episcopal, 85 West Street, 

Rutland - Free Concert - Donations accepted for 

the work of Rutland Neighbors (formerly known 

as Companions In Wholeness) 



MUSIC FILLED  

THE AIR 
 

Our evening Vespers service rounded out the 

summer with music provided by (as the local 

humor goes!) “a pair of jeans.”  That is, the 

talented duo from the Brandon Congregational 

Church, Jean and Gene Childers.  Jean was at the 

piano as accompanist throughout the service.  

Gene joined her in singing his original 

composition, “Come See.”  It was a lovely 

evening of shared community in song, prayer, 

poetry, scripture, a devotional and, of course, our 

traditional make-your-own sundae treats. 

 

We were delighted to have Seth Hopkins back 

with us for our September 7th worship services.  

It’s always a pleasure hear the organ fill the 

sanctuary with vibrant tones under Seth’s skilled 

musicianship. 

 

Speaking of skilled 

musicianship, a very 

elegantly dressed 

Marina Smakhtina 

returned on Sunday, 

September 14th.  Marina 

not only beautifully 

played classic pieces on 

her cello, but she 

smoothly transitioned to 

accompany us on the 

piano and play solo piano pieces as well.  

 

Many thanks to Pastor Jenei for reaching out to all 

our many guest musicians and for getting them in 

our worship service “line-up” these last several 

months. 

 

MUSICIANS FOR  

OCTOBER 
 

The Musicians (Thus Far) to share their talents 

with us in October  

 

 5 Seth Hopkins  

12 Marci Wheeler and Ryan Mangan  

19 Anna Dundas  

26 Marina Smakhtina 

 

 

 

 

October 
Greeters 

 

  5 Ellen Sutherland 

 12 Meryl Lisananti 

 19 Elsie Valach 

 26 Carol Curtis 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEN'S  

COFFEE  
 

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for 

Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the 

Parish House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       October  
                      Liturgists 

 

  5 Kim Metcalfe 

 12 Jean Noren 

 19 Janet Yager 

 26 Glenn Giles 

 



 

 

 

 

WE’VE GOT 

MAIL! 
 

Dear Friends at Union Church of Proctor, 

On behalf of Companions In Wholeness, I want 

to express our heartfelt thanks for your 

generous donation of $500. Your gift will go 

directly toward feeding and caring for our 

neighbors in Rutland County who are 

experiencing homelessness and those living in 

poverty. 

 

Your kindness is more than just a financial 

contribution – it is a reflection of God’s love in 

action. Because of your support, we can 

continue offering meals, basic necessities, and 

compassionate care to those who are often 

overlooked and in need of hope. 

 

We are deeply grateful for your partnership in 

this ministry. Together, we are living out 

Christ’s call to love and serve one another, and 

we see the impact of that love in the lives of the 

people we meet every day. 

 

Thank you again for your generosity and for 

standing with us in caring for God’s children. 

 

With gratitude and blessings, 

Eloise S. McGarry, Executive Director 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 

Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOME THOUGHTS 
From Jenkins Lloyd Jones (1843-1918) 

 

Anyone who imagines that bliss is normal is going 

to waste a lot of time running around shouting 

that he’s been robbed. The fact is that most putts 

don’t drop, most beef is tough, most children grow 

up to just be people, most successful marriages 

require a high degree of mutual toleration, most 

jobs are more often dull than otherwise. Life is 

like an old-time rail journey—delays, sidetracks, 

smoke, dust, cinders, and jolts, interspersed only 

occasionally by beautiful vistas and thrilling 

bursts of speed. The trick is to thank the Lord for 

letting you have the ride. 

 

 4  John Coughenour 17 Robert Curtis 

 5  Linda Thomas 21 Jean Butler 

 9  Barbara Lacy      Liza Kate Primeau 

     Phyllis Sawtell 28 Tom Capuano 

16 Tom Doty      Katie Johnson 

 31 Jim Smith 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 
 

 

 
 1 Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m. 

 5  Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

   Musician- Seth Hopkins 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

12 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

   Musicians- Marci Wheeler AND Ryan Mangan 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

12 Piano Concert with Diane Fanning, 3:00 p.m., at Trinity Episcopal – 85 West St., Rutland 

19 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

   Musician- Anna Dundas 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 

20 Articles & info due for November Scroll 

26 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom 

   Musician- Marina Smakhtina 

 Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m. 
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