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Luke 18:15-16 NIV

3 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for
him to place his hands on them. When the
disciples saw this, they rebuked them. '° But Jesus
called the children to him and said, “Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

Dear Friends,

What a summer it has been! I hope each of you
have had an opportunity to soak up the sun, take a
walk/hike, fish, swim and eat some yummy
summer treats! Summer at our church this year
has been filled with the laughter and fun of
children’s voices and activities!

Our church hosted the Little Phantoms Summer
Camp this year. The camp served 36 children
from 25 families, Monday through Friday from 8
am to 3 pm!

I had the extreme pleasure of being greeted with
laughter and smiles every morning and children
saying, “Good morning Pastor Jenei!” And then
proceeding to show me all of their projects. [ was

incredibly impressed with the camp leadership in
their ability to wrangle all these children into
organized anything - and they did. Most
impressive was that no matter the projects and all
the parts, pieces, paint, paper, glue etc. that was
happening they had everything cleaned up and
neatly tucked away before they left the campus for
their adventures around town.

For the first time since I have been pastor here, |
noticed people have started to recognize and make
associations with the church. What I mean by that
is I have been stopped while at the grocery store
or in town, and even at out of county events, and
was recognized as the Pastor here at Union
Church. More importantly, the conversation
always turned around to - What a wonderful thing
that happened with our church and all these
children from our town. What amazing
community we have provided through the use of
our buildings and grounds and through the loving
hearts of our parishioners and leadership.

I had my granddaughter at the Addison County
Fair and one of the children from the camp came
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up to me and said, “Hey Pastor!” And their
parents stopped to say thank you for providing
this special camp for their children. It had been a
true life-saver for them as working parents. I was
shocked to think that one of the kids would
recognize me. And then to get to meet the parents
and talk together was wonderful! Real community
building - or what we would call “kingdom
building” was happening!

As I have talked with many people about this
momentous event, the one thing everyone agrees
on is that providing a safe, loving space for our
children to grow and learn in this community is a
top priority. And we, the folks at UCP, helped to
do that for our community in Proctor!

This action is a huge part of what it means to
partner with Christ to usher in the kingdom of
God. We are called as a church and as individuals
professing an ethic of love and compassion
through Christ’s teachings to be part of this in-
breaking of what Christ referred to as the
Kingdom of God. We are to build community
through love and care, not coercion or fear. We
are to invite and open our arms in love and
compassion to others. We are not to attempt to
judge which one is worthy or hold back our
resources, not sharing what we have with those
around, especially those who do not have.

Our church offered itself unconditionally to its
community and the rewards of this single effort
have been immense.

As a thank you, the Little Phantoms and their
leadership, Kayla Razanouski and Megan
Cannucci, power washed the entire front porch,
top to bottom. I must admit that I walked in on
them as they started their washing project, and |
really wished I had had the ability to get wet and
soapy with them. What fun they had giving back
to us! When there is fun in a chore, it ceases to be
a chore! The soap bubbles flew and all the helping
hands cleaned every spindle and board with a joy
that I’'m not sure the building may have ever
experienced in its up keeping! What a wonderful
lesson for the children in sharing and caring for
others and taking care of their spaces!

Don’t miss out on seeing the beauty of their work!
Come to church and enjoy the porch. Come to
Vespers at 6 p.m. August 31* and eat some ice
cream and listen to fantastic music - and enjoy the
nice clean porch!

I can’t thank this group enough for their service to
the community, to the life giving love and care
they offered to the kids and to the parishioners and
leadership of the church to heed their call to be
part of Christ’s inbreaking kingdom. Thank you
for leading with love! Thank you for helping to
teach others what compassion and caring looks
like. Thank you for reminding all of us to laugh
and play!

What blessings we have received each day of the
summer!

May these wonderful memories lead us to more
kingdom in-breaking work!

Blessings and peace,

Pastor Jenei

CHURCH
COUNCIL
MEETING

Now that summer is
coming to a close, the
Council is returning to our monthly meeting
schedule. Our next meeting will be on Sunday,
September 21% immediately following the
Fellowship Time (and a mere 27 hours before the
Autumn Equinox!).

MEN'S
COFFEE

COFFEE

YOU'RE INVITED TO FELLOWSHIP

Members & friends of Union Church- Join us for
Men’s Coffee every Saturday from 7-8 a.m. in the
Parish House.



SUMMER
MUSIC

We  wished  Marci
Wheeler a fond farewell
in June and much luck |
and happiness in her
new endeavors! She’ll !i
be back for a couple of | T, " e T
Sundays in the fall to P N W

share her music with us =
again.

We were so fortunate this July and August to have
gifted guest artists once again fill our sanctuary
with music. Cellist Marina Smakhtina was back
with us on July 20", and pianist Anna Dundas
joined us on two July and two August Sundays,
including for our “Hymn Sing Sunday” on July
13",

Wow...if
you were
at the
July o™

worship
services
(or
maybe
even just passing by one of those Sunday
mornings!) you were treated to the rich sound of
our beautiful organ once again ringing out. Seth
Hopkins, a gifted organist as well as Brandon’s
town manager, brought us music by Mozart and
Mendelssohn, Bizet and Holst, as well as other
composers. We had a special treat when Seth
moved to the piano at the August service to play
the anthem by Georgy Sviridov. Talented
violinist (and Seth’s spouse) Olya Hopkins joined
him in the duet. Together they made the piece
sing.

All of our guest musicians play so beautifully, and
we thank them for truly bringing music to our ears
this summer.

FOOD
SHELF
SUNDAY

LAST Sunday of the month. In months when
there are 5 Sundays, we will collect food
donations on the fifth Sunday.

20 Elsie Palmerini

24 Patti Toher
Eliza Tooley

30 Andrea Varney

7 Naomi Northrop
Connie Lenher

13 Meryl Lisananti

15 Celia Lisananti

JOHN
WEATHERHOGG

The Rev. John  Curtis
Weatherhogg, 63, of
Middletown Springs, VT, died August 4, 2025, at
his home. Rev. Weatherhogg was Minister of
Grace Congregational UCC in Rutland for many
years. Our condolences to the family of this good
man and caring community member.

Just in case, you’re reading this in advance:

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday,
August 23, 2025 at 2 PM at Grace Congregational
United Church of Christ, followed by a reception
in the church Fellowship Hall. You can watch the
service LIVE on YouTube, via the Grace Church
livestreaming page:
www.youtube.com/@gracechurchvt847/streams



OUTREACH
NEWS

The Outreach
Committee met on - \
Tuesday, August ;

12, to decide upon the church's 3rd quarter
donations for 2025. Since the cut of many federal
programs, the need is greater than ever. The
organizations we chose are: BROC Food Shelf,
Habitat for Humanity (Rutland), Pittsford Food
Shelf, Community Cupboard, Companions in
Wholeness (Rutland Homeless Shelter).

We are also giving to African Scholars in honor
of Roy Pilcher and his family. We are prepared to
help with emergencies as they occur. 10% of our
church income, along with money from the Allen
and Nelson funds, help us to do this work. Thank
you all for your support.

Outreach Committee - Phyllis Sawtell, Nancy
Thompson, Jean Noren, and Pastor Jenei

v/ N Dismas of Vermont

As some of our members have assumed other
responsibilities, the Dismas House supper
committee has dwindled and is in need of
reinforcement. The committee coordinates Union
Church’s monthly suppers for the residents of the
men’s Rutland Dismas House. That generally
consists of an entree, sides, salads and/or bread,
and dessert for eight to ten people. UCP provides
supper on the first Wednesday of each month, at
6pm. One or two UCP members deliver the meal
and dine with the residents of the house. Our goal
is to share a meal we would be happy to place on
our family’s table.

Participation only requires that you agree to
occasionally take on just one of these tasks, i.e.,
purchasing or making a salad, a dessert, or an
entrée (funding is available to offset any cost).
Perhaps your culinary talents are somewhat
“challenged” — do not fear, your talent for sharing
hospitality is equally valuable and welcome —
attend one of the suppers. Our goal is to involve

more of the congregation, but we are hopeful an
additional person (or two would lighten the load
tremendously) will join and bolster the
coordinating committee in planning these
monthly meals.

Got questions ? Any of the committee’s members
(Barbara Lacy, Tom Capuano, Nancy Thompson
or Russ Edwards) would be glad to share how
easy and rewarding it is to be a part of Union
Church’s outreach to this long-standing and
valuable community service, and be part of
bringing a little love into someone else’s day.

LAUNDRY
CARDS

Back in late May, the
Outreach Committee :
announced a new opportunity to help those in
need. While the committee has donated funds to
Companions in Wholeness on behalf of the
church, individuals were also welcome to donate
directly. We were encouraged to support the
purchase of laundry cards for a population who
has no access to their own laundry and who find
the cost of using a commercial laundry to be
beyond their means.

Through your generosity, a total of 12
“Washbucklers” laundry cards were purchased
and delivered to Companions in Wholeness for
distribution. Each reloadable card cost $20. They
can be used for washers from 18-77 pounds and/or
12-minute dryers which hold 30, 45 or 75 pounds.
Washers start at $5 and go up to $15.50; dryers
cost anywhere from $0.75 up to $1.50.

As an experiment for this article, 15 pounds of
laundry might be comprised of 1 set of sheets, 2
bath towels, 6 pairs of socks, 3 t-shirts, 3 long-
sleeved shirts, a pair of men’s jeans and a pair of
flannel pajamas, with room for a little more.
Given that some of these folks don’t have their
own place or even a bed to sleep in, you can
imagine how much something we might take for
granted like having clean clothes means to them.
Thank you all for your generosity.



September

3 Dinner Prep. And Meal Sharing at the Rutland Dismas House, 5:15 p.m.
7  Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Music by Seth Hopkins
Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.
14 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Music by Marina Smakhtina
Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.
20 Articles & info due for October Scroll
21 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Music by Anna Dundas
Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.
Church Council meeting, following Fellowship Time, Higbee Library
28 Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary & Zoom
Music by Anna Dundas
Coffee & Fellowship, 11:00 a.m.

September
Liturgists

September
Greeters

7 Meryl Lisananti

14 Carol Curtis

21 Kim Baccei

28 Carol Trudelle & Sue Osgood

7 Kathy Connors
14 Kim Metcalfe
21 Russell Edwards
28 Jean Butler
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